York Technical College

Advisory Committee Meeting

ECT/EET Programs

May 13, 2003

7:00—9:00 pm

Classroom: B-32 

Members Present:

Co-Chairmen:

George Kostell:
York Technical College—Adjunct 

Richard Morency:
Duke Energy

Mike Surratt:

Duke Energy

Wayne Vinson:
Bowater

Mike Scoggins:
Scoggins Electronics

Mike Rock:

Duracell/ Gillette

Robert Willis:

Bowater

Bruce Randall:
Dynazign

Jason Rikard:

Diebold

Tony Donato:

Benton Graphics

Cathy Kerwan:
York Technical College—English 

Frank Caldwell:
York Technical College—Math 

Kenny Aldridge:
York Technical College—Student Services

Joe Avampato:
York Technical College—Electronics

Al Sanderlin:

York Technical College—Electronics

Cree Stout:

York Technical College--Electronics


Not Present:

Ed Caskey:

Lancaster Telephone

John Nagle:

Duke Energy

Richard Morency, as co-chairman opened the meeting by calling for introductions of those attending the meeting.  After the introductions, Mr. Morency called for approval of the minutes.  The minutes were approved unanimously.

Mr. Morency asked the group if there was any old business that needed to be completed.  There was no old business

George Kostell introduced the new business by a discussion of the technology needs of upstate SC.  Only non-York Technical College people were counted.

Technology





# of members voting for importance

1.)
DC and AC circuits (incl. React, PF, etc.)
10 of 10


less important in ECT

2.)
Active devices and applications

6 of 10

 
 (e.g. power supplies, op amps, etc)


less important in ECT


critical in industrial applications (EET)





3.)
Digital Electronics (Boolean Alg, gates)
   6 of 10

4.)
Microprocessors (incl. Assembly code)
    2 of 10


important in ECT

5.)
Computer systems (incl. Servers, networks)
    9 of 10

6.)
Electrical Power Systems

7 of 10


EET

7.)
Industrial Electronics and Machinery
   4 of 10


(PLC’s motors, etc.) (mostly electronics)


EET

8.) Communications (voice, video, data)


a.  Telecommunications

4 of 10


b.  RF
   4 of 10


c.  wired networks (copper, fiber, etc)

7 of 10


d.  other (systems communications mgmt)

1 of 10


     interaction of media among differing systems


     troubleshooting


     Ethernet


     Data protocol

9.) Software


a.  Assembler

1 of 10


b.  C, C+, C++

6 of 10


c.  Visual Basic

4 of 10


d.  Java
  
2 of 10


e.  Simulations (Spice)  minimal 
 10 of 10


f. Other

8 of 10


    operating systems (Windows, OS2, Unix, Novel, Zinux
 



    network software


    router configurations,  switches and hubs



 IOS’s    exposure to 



How to design by picture


  Office software such as MS Office suite

10.) 
System Administration             Exposure to



information technician



back ups



best practice



security—2 levels

11.)
Manufacturing support (e.g.  auto test equip)

4 of 10



maintenance equipment support 



troubleshooting



test equipment

12.)
Written/Oral communications 
10 of 10

13.)
Computer “Office” suite
10 of 10

14.)
Math—Algebra, trig, to introduction to calculus
10 of 10


tailored toward program


calculator abilities


linear algebra


slope/intercept


graphs

Latest Program Models/Proposed Program Changes

Cree Stout presented the SC state models for Electronics and Computer Engineering Technology programs and the current curriculums for the two programs.  Dr. Stout told the committee that the Dr. Tarplee, Dean of IET, wanted to reduce the number of hours in the programs to a maximum of 68 due to the few number of students enrolling in the summer semester.  Kenny Aldridge explained to the committee that lottery funds or Pell Grant funds are problematic and must resolved on a student to student basis.  Some students may not have funding in the Summer time.  Consequently, fewer students are able to attend summer classes.  Also, funding from the state is based on students completing the program within three years of having started.  Due to the number of students needing to take remedial courses in math, reading and English, it is taking too long for the students to complete the programs. Dr. Caldwell explained that doing well in high school math and on the SAT, did not necessarily mean that the students were prepared to take college math successfully.  Mr. Morency and Mr. Kostell suggested that it was not fair to penalize the college and department for allowing students to enter the program without having the proper background indicating that this practice was not done in industry.  Mr. Aldridge explained the reasons behind allowing students to enroll in the programs when their skills were below entry-level.  Mr. Kostell and Mr. Morency volunteered to talk to the administration or whoever needed about the situation.

Dr. Stout asked the committee for recommendations to reduce the number of hours in the program.  The committee voted eight to 2 to combine EET 111 (DC circuits) and EET 112 (AC Circuits) into one course.  Mike Surratt and George Kostell felt the two courses should be kept separate.  

Dr. Stout presented a proposed revision of the two programs (see attachment) and asked that the committee review the proposals and report back to the co-chairmen before July 1, 2003 with their comments.  Dr. Stout agreed to email each member a copy of the course descriptions that appeared in the old curriculum as well as the new curriculum.  

Mr. Kostell asked the committee to comment on the type of technology and equipment that was needed in the curriculums.  A majority of the committee was pleased with the equipment and facilities.  They were impressed with the new computers in B-33, remarking “We didn’t have this when I was here.  I’m jealous.”

Professional Development/ Co-op/recruitment within the companies

Mr. Kostell called for input on the availability of professional development for faculty within the company.   Richard Morency indicated that Joe Avampato had spent one summer at Duke Energy doing professional development.  All members agreed that funds were low to pay faculty for a return to industry, but the company would be glad of any non-company-paid help.

Jason Rikard told about his experience at Carrowinds as a co-op and how it helped him to grow professionally and to get the position at Diebold. Wayne Vinson told about hiring co-ops at Bowater and how much the students had contributed to that company.  Again, the members thought co-op was a great idea, but funds were low to pay the students.

All members were in favor of recruiting students within the company in the guise of professional development.  They would like to visit area schools, but time away from the job does not permit.  They promised they would talk to the human resource department of their company about hiring our students when positions came open.

TAC/ABET

Dr. Stout brought the committee up to date on the status of the TAC/ABET visit this fall.  Committee members volunteered to talk to the committee if desired.

The meeting ended with a salute to Joe Avampato, thanking him for his many years of service and devotion to the programs.  The committee expressed their regrets that he was leaving.  Mr. Avampato responded that he was ready to try to relax but maybe later on, he would agree to teach as an adjunct.  He expressed his wishes to the department and hoped it would continue to grow and strengthen.  Mr. Morency presented a gift of a photo album, a package of batteries for his remote control and a box of electronic parts to Mr. Avampato as a going away gift.  Mr. Avampato presented the parts to the department with the permission of Mr. Morency.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00pm followed by a tour of the labs.  Three first-year EET students were available to answer any questions about the program that the committee had.  

Refreshments were served both before and after the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Cree Stout, Ed.D.

Department Manager

ECT.EET Programs   

**Amendments to the minutes is in red. 

